ALETTER from an Engliſh Traveller at Rome to 
MC = Father, of the 6th of May 1721. O. K in 9 


STR, "= 
1 Have by my former Letters given you a particular Account of my 
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vels to the time of my departure from Venice. On the 20th of 
M. the Honourable Mr. - and I arriv'd here; and the:Pope's Be 
gave us an opportunity to ſee all thoſe ceremonies, which are uſed on 
folemn occaſions. I have been careful in obſerving them, and have dig 
ed them into method, in order to entertain ſuch of my Friends, as 1 
find curious on return from my Travels. I have alſo taken ſome pai 
be exact in my accounts of the curioſities, with which this City abou 
and I hope I ſhall have time enough to compleat my obſervations: for 
the time of the new Pontif's Coronation is ſo near at hand, Fam reſol 


COnv er 


an overbalance to my curioſity, until perfect chance ordain d the conti 
I beg leave to aſſure you that this is literally true; and leſt you ſhould 
05 A | 3 


1 
; 
+ 


& 


} 


N 
k 


* 


in the relation but undiſguis d truth... ee eee 
wout a Month ago Mr.----- and I being in ſearch of ſome of the An- 
ities of this place, we became acquainted with an Eggliſb Gentleman, 


2 particular account, how it happen d, and hall lay nothing before 


S; his name is Dr. Cos her, a Prieſt of the Church of England, 
m we did not ſuſpect to be of the PRETENDER's retinue, but took 
to be a curious Traveller, which opinion created in me a great liking 
his Converſation. On Eaſter Eve he made us the Compliment, the 

eſuppas'd- us bred in the profeſſion of the ſaid Church, he thought 

inabent on him to invite us to Divine Service (next day being Eaſter 
„ Such Language at Rome appear d to me a jeſt; I ſtar'd at the 
tor, who added that the PR ETEN DER (whomche' called King) had 
failed with the late Pope to grant Licence for having Divine Service 
Ming to the rules of the Church of gland perform'd in his Palace, 
the Benefit of the Proteſtant Gentlemen of his Suite, his Domeſticks 
Travellers; and that one Dr. Berkeley and himſelf were appointed 
lithe diſcharge of this Duty, and that Prayers were read as orderly 
at Landen. I ſhould have remain ꝗ of St. I homas's Belief, had 
t been a witneſs, that this is matter of Fact, and as ſuch have noted 
bun. amongſt the greateſt. wonders of Rome. is was the occaſion 


ht * | | bredÞ LI put {ſeveral 
ions to them about the PRETEN DER, and if credit can be given 
„ they aflure me he is an upright Moral Man, very far from any 
of Bigotry, and moſt averſe to diſputes and diſtinctions of Religion, 
reof not a word is admitted in his Family. They deſcribed him in his 
fon yery much to the reſemblance of King Charles II, to which they 
the approaches more and more every day, with a great application 
bafineſs, and a head well turn'd that way, having only ſome Clerks, to 
m he dictates ſuch Letters, as he does not write with his own Hand. 

@ ſome days after my friend and I went to take the Evening Air in 
ſtately Park called Vila Lulmici; there we met on a ſudden Face 
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mation on this point from any other Hand, I chooſe to give 


* in this kind of learning, and who proved of great uſe 


1 
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very cloſe, before we underſtood who they were, that we could not 
treat with decency ; common civility obliged us to ſtand ſidewiſe in 


he ask d us 


to Face with. the PRETTEN DER, his Princeſs and Court. We wer 


Alley, as others did to let them paſs by. 

The PRETENDER was eaſily diſtinguiſh'd by his Star and Gar 
as well as by an air of greatneſs, which diſcover'd a Majetty ſuperio 
the reſt. I felt in that inſtant of his approach a ſtrange convulſion in bt 
and mind, ſuch as I never was ſenſible of before; whether Averſion, £ 
or Reſpect occaſion'd it, I can't tell. I remark'd his Eyes fixt upon 
which | confeſs J could not bear, I was perfectly ſtunn d, and not a 
of myſelf, when purſuant to what the ftandersby did, I made him a 
lute ; He return'd it with a ſmile, which changed the ſedateneſs of 
firſt aſpect into a very graceful countenance. As he paſſed by, I obſer 
him to be a well- id d- clean-limb'd Man. 

] had but one glimpſe of the Princeſs, which left me a great de 
of ſeeing her again, however my friend and I turn'd off into anot 
Alley, to reaſon at leiſure on our, ſeveral obſervations; there we x 
Dr. Cooper, and after making ſome turns with him, the ſame comps 
came again in our way. I was grown ſomewhat bolder, and reſol 
to let them paſs as before, in order to take a full view of the Princeſs, . 8 
is of a middling dtature, well-ſhaped, and has lovely, Features : Wit, 
vacity and Mildne Temper are painted in her looks. When t 
came up to us, the Er: xox ſtood, and ſpoke a word to the Doct 
then wth at us Re ask'd him whether we were £E1gli/h Gentleme 

us how long we had been in Town, and whether we had a 
acquaintance in it, then told us he had a houſe, where E2/;/> Gentle 


would be very welcome. The Princeſs, who ſtood by, addreſſing to t 
- Doctor in the prettieſt Egliſb 1 think I ever heard, ſaid, pray Doctor, 


theſe Gentlemen be lovers of Muſick, invite them to my Conlort 
night : I charge you with it, which She acconipany'd with a Salute, 3 


a Smile in the moſt gracious manner. 


1 


It was a very hard task, Sir, to recede from the Honor of ſuch an] 
vitation given by a Princeſs, who altho' Married to the Pxt Tx xd 


_ deſerves io much reſpect in regard to her Perſon, her Name and Fami 
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Ver we argued the caſe with the Doctor, and repreſented the ſtriet 
e had to the contrary. He reply d, there cou d be no prohibition 
Traveller againft Mufick, even at the Ceremonies of the Roman Ca- 
bk Church, that if we miſs d this occafion of ſeeing this Aſſembly of 
Komen Nobility, we might not recover it, whilft we ſtay'd in Rome ; 
at it became Perſons of our age and degree to act always the part of 
emen without regard to party hamors. _ TT” 
Fheſe Arguments were more forcible than ours, fo we went, and ſaw 
iht Aſlembly of the prime Roman Nobility, the Conſort compos'd * 
e beſt Muſicians of Rome, a plentiful and orderly Collation ſerved: 

the courteous and affable manner of our reception was more taking 

b all the reſt. We had a general invitation given us, whilſt we ſtay d 


2 


own, and were defir'd to uſe that Palace as our own., 


- 


Hence we were indiſpenſably obliged to make a Viſit next day, in or- 


Ito return thanks for fo many civilities receiv'd : Thoſe are things due . 
0 e were admitted without ceremony; the PRET FENDER entertain'd. | 
che Subject of our Families as knowingly, as if he had been all his [1 


Em Enlad; he told me ſome paſſages of my Grandfather, and of his 
be a cotiftant follower of King Charles I. and II, and added that if you, 
& had been of age before my Grandfather's death ern his Principles, 
e had been little danger of your taking party the rights of a a 
PART. He then obſerved how far the es of Education, | 
wrong notions of Infancy are apt to carry People trom the paths of their 
Peſtors. He diſcours'd as pertinently on ſeveral of dur neighbouring Fa- 


| les, as 1 could do. 2 Upon which TI told him I was furprized at his ſo 
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ther, and 1 hope there can be no fault found, that we do the far 


and what we call Devonſhire Pye: He alſo prefers our March 


had not many Enemies amongſt them; then he carried a Health 
them. The Princeſs with a ſmiling countenance took up the mat 


teſtants, which the Princeſs obſerv'd to us, ſaying that, as ſhe belie 


honeſt. Theſe Women and particularly two Londoners kept ſuc 


ever our Grandfathers, who were worthy People, dined often i 


There is every day a regular Table of Ten, or Twelve Caf 
well ferv'd, unto which ſome of the qualify'd Perſons of his C 
or Travellers are invited: It's ſupplied with Hliſi and French Cool 
French and Ialian Wines, but 1 took notice that the PRETENIH 
Eat only of the Englyjh Diſhes, and made his Dinner of Roaſt- 


* 


which he has from Leghora, to the beſt Wines. At the Deſert 
drinks his glaſs of Champagne very heartily, and to do him juſtice] 
is as free and chearful at his Table, as any Man I know. He | ] 
much in favour of our Englfþ Ladies, and ſaid he was perſuaded} 


and ſaid, I think then, Sir, it would be but juſt, that I drink to} 
Cavaliers. Sometime after the PRETEN DER begun a Health to 
proſperity of all friends in England, which he addrefled to me. 
took the freedom to reply, that as I preſum'd, he meant his 
friends, he would not take it ill, that I meant mine. I aſſure 
Sir, {aid he, that the friends you mean can have no great ſhare of f 
perity , till they become mine, therefore here's proſperity to yd 
and mine. 8 | Be 
After we had eat and drank very heartily, the Princeſs told us 
muſt go to fee her Son, which could not be refuſed. He 1s reall 
fine promiſing Child, and is attended by Eg//þ Women, moſtly I 


he was to live and die amongſt Proteſtants, ſhe thought. fit to h 
him bred up by their hands; and that in the Country, where 
was born, there was no other diſtinction, but that of honeſt and 


racket about us to make us kiſs the young PRET ENDE R's He 
that to get clear of them aſſoon as we could, we were forc'd to d 
ply. The Princeſs laughed very heartily, and told us ſhe did 
queſtion but the day would come, that we ſhould not be ſorry to | 
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0 Neu an acquaintance Wich her Son. I thought myſelf un- 
I. of making her the * chat being hers he 
Or mi Wag 85d and happy. 
d n the next oft we went, as common dhe Engliſh Gentle- 
here do, to thePxrTzxDER's Houſe for News. He had 
ved a reat many Letters, and after peruſing them he told us, 
chere as no great proſpect of amendment in the affairs of Eng- 
> "that the Secret Ge and ſeveral other honeſt Men were 
J abundance of pains to find out the cauſe of the Nations de- 
ion: Which knowlege, when attain d to, would avail only to 
che more concern to the Publick, without procuring relief; for 
the Authors would find means to be above the reach of the 
mon courſe of juſtice. He bemoan d the misfortune of Fugland 
ming under a load of Debts, and the ſevereſt hardſhips, contracted 
impoſed to 19 a _ Intereſts. He lamented the ill treat- 


c | 8 90 dein Ag IN 
ughts, The Love of Countr is the, ft 1 my 
17 Mides and my Heart bleeds to TX 0 ave and honeſt a Peo- 
tdiftrefled and wille by a few wicked Men, and plunged into Mi- 
E e irretrievable- Thereupon he r fe 7 from his Chair, 
{repre ed his concern; with Fire in his Eyes. | 
F could” not” difivow much of what he aid; pet I own 1 was 
0 at it, for very often compafſionate terms from the mouth of 
L Aber y are grating: It appear d ſo to me on this occaſion; 5 
2 T replied, it's true, Sy, that our Affairs in Erpland lye at 
t under many hardſhips by the Sub Sea Miſmanagements : But 
a conſtant maxim with us Proteſtants tö un lergo a great deal for 
| fovar of our Religion, which we could not depend upon under 
i Government. "Lknow, N raflreck he, this is 6 
ome 
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ſome who have 5 a very flight ſhare of Religion, do Wi 
uſe of, in order to deſude the honeſt well-meaning People, who . 
moſt of it. I aſſure you theſe latter and I ſhould agree very uf 
and be happy together. Then addreffing to an old Engliſh Gen 
man of the company, he ſaid, I have been told by ſeveral of 
moſt eminent Prelates of the Church of Rome, particularly my frig 
the late Arch-Biſhop of Cunbray, that it ſhould never be my buſi 
to ſtudy how to be an Apoſtle, but how to become a good King 
all my People without diſtinction; which ſhall be found true, if el 
it pleaſe God to reſtore me. I have given my word in my De 
rations to refer the Securities requiſite in ſuch points to the Peri 
themſelves, that are moft concerned therein; and I have never g1\ 
any Perſon reaſon to doubt but I will maintain my Promiſes to 
full. I can boldly fay that none can with juſtice reproach me v 
failing in the leaſt point of Honour, which has, and always ſhall | 
dearer to me than any Crown, or my very Life. WO 
It was urged to him, that the Roman Catbolick Clergy, the Feſt 
and Friers, are accuſed of being apt to ſtart diſputes to come} 
their ends, and of a dangerous encroaching temper. : 
He anſwered, he had ſufficient warnings before him from the tri 
bles, in which his Father had been involved by faithleſs and : 
Counſellers, that he was entirely of opinion, that all Clergymen 1 
authorized by the Statutes of a Nation ought to be confined to 
bare duties of their Profeſſion, and that if any of them ſhould 
found intermeddling with publick concerns; or creating diſputes, to 
4 prejudice of the good underſtanding, that ought to be cheriſhed | 
| twcen the King and his Subjects, it was his opinion they ought 
be removed out of the way of doing Miſchief, He averred this ſthoy 
conſtantly be his Maxim. ya | 
1 thought it full time to take leave, and break off the Conv 
ſation, as I perceive it is to finiſh this long Letter. L on I 
not Sorry to have contented ſo far my curioſity, and that were 
not the PRETENDER, I ſhould like the Man very well. 
ſhould truly paſs much of our time in dulneſs, had we not the! 


verſit 


* 


le. e you ou my word, I will enter no 


| 8 Lind with him; for he has too much 
9 386 for me: beſides that he ſpeaks with ſuch an Air 


1 


t 1 am apprehenſive, 1 ſhould become half a Jaco- 


gre lowing theſe Diſcourſes — 5... 
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+ the favour of Ye our bl eſſing, L emain With all dutiful 
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